
























13

WATCHUNG POLICE DEPARTMENT
According to the National Hurricane Center, the Atlantic hurricane 

season officially started on June 1st of this year. Numerous 
Universities have issued studies indicating that models have 
predicted an active hurricane season for 2022. As the fall season 
changes to winter, the threat of tropical storms and hurricanes will 
shift to severe snow storms and blizzards. Watchung residents and 
first responders are not strangers to major weather events. In recent 
years we have endured high winds, flooding, and significant snow 
accumulations that have caused long-term power outages and travel 
hazards.

While Watchung Police, Fire, EMS, DPW, and OEM always provide 
excellent service during major weather events, we recommend that 
our residents take some time to prepare for the storms that are 
almost certain to affect us in the upcoming months. Staying up-to-
date and informed about weather events is critical. The Borough of 
Watchung regularly uses the NIXLE platform to send warnings and 
information to residents through text, email, and social media. You 
can sign up for the NIXLE system by visiting www.nixle.com.

The N.J. Office of Emergency Management recommends that 
families create a communications plan in advance of a disaster or 
emergency. The plan should include keeping a record of all important 
phone numbers and designating an out-of-town person as central 
point of contact to help reconnect family members in the event of a 
disaster. Templates for family emergency plans are available free at 
both www.fema.gov and ready.gov

Last September, Watchung residents and employees experienced 
the danger of flash flooding during Hurricane Ida. The Watchung 
Circle, Somerset Street, and some stretches of Route 22 experienced 
high fast moving water levels. According to FEMA, six inches of 
moving water may be enough to knock you down, and as little as 
twelve inches of moving water can lift a vehicle. If you are traveling 
and encounter flooded roadways, do not attempt to drive through 
the water. While our Watchung Police Officers are trained in Swift 
Water Rescue Awareness, hazardous hidden debris and the danger 
that the water presents are not worth the risk to your life and safety.

When a major weather event occurs, the most common response 
for residents is to shelter-in-place. Depending on the severity of 
the storm, you and your family may be unable to leave your home 
for several days. Storing adequate supplies and water in advance 
will ensure you are prepared. A gallon of water per person/per day is 
the recommended quantity. According to the Red Cross, you should 
begin by preparing two types of emergency kits; home kits that 
include at least three days of supplies per household member, and 
“mini-kits” (also known as “go bags”) that contain supplies that you 
will use during an emergency evacuation. In addition to food, items 
to consider are first aid supplies, medications, currency, flashlights, 
and batteries.

Once you have these smaller supply kits in place, you can begin 
to focus on food and water storage that can sustain your family 
for a longer period of time. There are several companies that offer 
emergency food packages containing freeze dried meals. You can 
also purchase canned foods or other products that do not need to 
be refrigerated. Items like peanut butter and energy bars are calorie-
dense and easy to store. Having access to clean water is not a 
guarantee during a disaster. While storing bottled water is important, 
you may consider other methods of accessing water. Items like rain 
barrels can provide over fifty gallons of water which can be purified 
by boiling.

Residents with disabilities or vulnerable needs may require 
additional assistance during an emergency or disaster. New Jersey 
has two different resources available where residents can provide 
emergency services with information that can help first responders 
provide special assistance. Smart 911 and NJ Register Ready are 
separate databases that provide confidential registration that can 
be used for emergency responses. You can learn more by visiting 
www.13.state.nj.us and www.smart911.com (Please note that NJ 
Register Ready and Smart 911 do not automatically guarantee 911 
service response).

Disaster planning and preparation should take into account all 
members of the family, including our pets. Having food supplies, water, 
medications, leashes, vaccination records and carriers on hand are 
important for emergency situations. Consider including your pets in 
emergency drills. If you are forced to evacuate, be mindful of hazards 
like spilled chemicals or dangerous debris. Ensure that your pet has 
emergency contact information on their collar or carrier.

As always, the members of the Watchung Police Department are 
well trained and available twenty-four hours a day to provide service 
to our residents. Stay safe!

Detective Lieutenant Scott Anderle
Watchung Police Department
Executive Officer
Criminal Investigation Division Commander
Additional resources are available at:
● American Red Cross www.redcross.org
● NJ Office of Homeland Security and Preparedness https://www.

njohsp.gov/
● NJ 2-1-1 www.nj211.org

WATCHUNG RECREATION 

Adult Bas~etbaH 
~ sd'M,ol m, llaybtnyUM 

.,__t,Q_nrJP 
~,~u1~10 Flm,oe:.7!7""°17 

2022/23 SEASON Adult Bas,ketball 
Open to Wa,td1un1 .and Warr-en residents 

1friidays: Starting November 18th thru une 20:t11, 2023 
Tiime.s: 7:00 pm 9iecJ· pm 
Whete: 8aybetry S<!hoo gym, • 113 8aybe:try 1.ane1 watdiung 

Please sign registra11fon form befon! en,te:rlng 
For 11!0.. !nloor __ lein, cll!e•to---htit plua.Qll ,iii~ ed; ZlC 

Gym dosedl on the followlng dates; Nov.11 & 26, Dee. 23 & SO, April OT, M~ 26 
.Anel an~rrne, ,sehool is <:IO!MICI for lndement weather. 

Open to watchun,g andl wariren, resicleMs o ty! 
!Mlnll>el,lotollllr) 

"Pick up style"' GAM~ NIGHIS: 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE BOROUGH CLERK

DON'T FORGET! 
January is 

Dog License Renewal Month 
in Watchung! 

TOP 3 REASONS TO LICENISE
YOUR DOG: 
• Easy identification is a

I ost dog's tick-et hom1e.
• P1revents spr,ead of

Rabies ..
• It's State La·w!

Residents can r,enew their dog licenses online at: 
htt�s://watch u ng11 j. gov /clerk-di git a l/313-12et-registra ion 

01r down oad/p1rint the application and b1ring or ma'ill with payment to:

Borough o:f Watchung Clerks Office 
Dog Lice111si ng 

lS Mou111tam111 Blvd 
Watchung, NJ 07069 

LANDLORDS in the Borough of Watchung
must register their rental property.

All registrations are due by the end of September of each year.
Fees
● $150 Annual registration and inspection fee
● $50 Per unit, change in tenant/occupancy
● $50 Per unit, re-inspection fee
● $50 Failure to be present and/or provide access at requested

inspection time (15 min grace period)
● $50 Petitioned inspection fee (when filed by occupant)

For complete details and to download the PROPERTY REGISTRATION FORM,
please visit: www.watchungnj.gov and go to the CLERK page.

Watchung Borough would like to thank the businesses 
that appear in this newsletter and to recognize them each as 
supporters and cornerstones of our community.  For it is with 
their contributions that this newsletter has been produced at 
no charge to our residents. The Borough would like to further 
request that citizens, in response, patronize these businesses first 
when given a choice as these businesses are saving each citizen  
tax dollars.

THANK YOU!

. ~· 
~~ 

~ .~ 

Rental Property 
Update 

The Borough is seeking to, further .our 

success in community engagement 
th rough our residents. 

--1111....-4. 

__ _ . . _ · _ IN 
• •·""'4IM, -r ~-

Leam more about our Boards, Commissions or 
Committees and fill out a.n application by visiting: ~('l'5llii; 
https:/ /watchungnJ,gov/re:s ident/lbecome-a•volu nteer ®. 

VOLU1'rrttRS MAKE ITWORKJ 

SIGN UP 

i 
FOR EMAIL 

ALERTS 

Register for Borough of 
Watchung Website e~Bulletins 

The E •M.)11 registratioo list i$ an "Opt• In" sty! 
email list. Yoo must re&ister to receive Watchq 
e-News arKI you can urtSubsai'be at any time. 

Go to: https; (lwa15ihun1nfe«2YLcnlstmVoIJd1rnt•wromuol0Horn 
Cid< on: SiGN UP FOR EMAILS Qbiack llultc.:11) 
flll out tm11 lnformatro111. The Sln4l'II wlll be dfsp1aye,d llk.e the 0li8 below. 
Submit by dlddns; SIGN UP (on1n,e bmt,Q1U 

THE BOROUGH OF WATCHUNG 

Mayor & Council Reorganization Meeting 

JANUARY 5, 2023 AT 6:30PM 

Borough Hall 

15 Mountain Boulevard 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

For meeting details and to tune in visit: 

www.watchungnj,goy 



pkfod.com

Keith Balla, Partner 
908.967.6813 
kballa@pkfod.com

FORENSIC, VALUATION & LITIGATION SUPPORT GROUP

Proud to Support
Borough of Watchung

PKF 
aCONNOR 
DAVIES 
ACCOUNTANTS AND ADVISORS 
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Somerset County__'s Leading 
Orthopedic Specialists 

Stop being sidelined in life. 
Le 1s get to, the root cause o.f your pa·n. once and 

for all. Start yo r journey to pain free iving, give us 
a call at 908-756-2424. 

2:022 

Dr. Joseph Mejia, DO 
Pain Management 
Spedalist 

s~,a n for more 
infmIDiition. 

Spo s Medicine I Physical Ther~py I Occupational Therapy I 
Chiropractic Medicine I Acupuncture Regenerative Med1icine I 

lnterventlonal P.ain Maoagernent 1 Neurosurgery I Orthopedic Surgery I 
Post~Surgi:cc1I Rehab I Physical Medicin & Rehabilitation 


